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NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 OMB-01 

COME-OO EB-11 LAB-06 SIL-01 OPR-02 SY-10 PC-04 AID-20 
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2092 
INFO USCINCSO 

CONFIDENTIAL LA PAZ 0613 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, ELAB, BL 

SUBJECT: COCHABAMBA CAMPESINOS CONTINUE PROTEST 
REF: LA PAZ 576 

1. THE CAMPESINOS OF COCHABAMBA HAVE BECOME THE CENTER 
OF NATIONAL ATTENTION. AS OF LATE JANUARY 28, THE CAMPESINOS 
HAD CUT ALL MAJOR ROADS TO COCHABAMBA. PRESIIDENT BANZER 
DECLARED A STATE OF SIEGE IN THE EVENING OF JANUARY 28. 

EARLIER IN THE DAY GENERAL JUAN PEREX TAPIA WAS NAMED "MILITARY 
INTERVENTOR" OF COCHABAMBA. HIS DUTIES INCLUDE COORDINATING 
THE ACTIVITIES OF THE 7TH DIVISION, THE PREFECTURE AND THE 
MUNICIPALITY. THESE MOVES SHOULD STRENGTHEN THE GOB'S HAND 

IF IT IS NECESSARY TO APPLY FORCE TO SOLVE THE CAMPESINO 
PROBLEM. HOWEVER, THE GOB IS STILL CONCENTRATING ON NEGOTIATIONS 
TO GET THE ROADS TO COCHABAMBA OPEN. 

2. TENSIONS ON THE LABOR SCENE EASED FURTHER AS MINE WORKERS 
SIGNED A WAGE SETTLEMENT AFFORDING THEM A 25 PERCENT INCREASE 
RETROACTIVE TO OCTOBER 1, 1973. ONE RELATIVELY MINOR 

ISSUE, THE SIZE OF A COMPENSATORY LUMP SUM PAYMENT, REMAINS 
UNDER NEGOTIATION. 
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3. COMMENT: THE COCHABAMBA PROBLEM IS A PRICKLY ONE FOR 

THE GOB. THE MILITARY WOULD NOT LIKE TO HAVE TO USE FORCE 

AGAINST THE CAMPESINOS WHO ARE SUPPOSEDLY ENTHUSIASTIC 

SUPPORTERS OF THE MILITARY -CAMPESINO PACT. ON THE OTHER HAND. THE GOB 

CANNOT LONG PERMIT ITS AUTHORITY TO BE FLOUTED, AND THE USE 

OF FORCE BECOMES MORE LIKELY AS TIME PASSES AND THE CAMPESINOS 

REMAIN OBSTINATE. 
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